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and on some occasions he appears to have neglected
the most obvious military precautions. To seek the
enemy and, on finding him, to attack with headlong
valour seems to have been his guiding principle, and his
successes were due rather to his personal intrepidity, and
to his power of inspiring large masses of men with con-
fidence, than to studied plans or dexterous manoeuvres.
His influence over natives was unbounded ; and he pos-
sessed in an eminent degree the qualities requisite in
a successful leader of native troops. USTo man more fully
understood their character, or more completely won their
confidence. His insensibility to danger and his reckless
courage exerted such magic influence over their minds
that they were ready to follow him in the most desperate
enterprises. His men believed that wherever he went
glory and victory followed; throughout India he was
known as Sabat Jung (Daring in War) ; and it may be
said of him, as it was of Napoleon, that his presence on
the field of battle was equivalent to forty thousand men.
Lord Chatham once paid Clive the compliment of call-
ing him a "heaven-born general"; and on another occasion
he described him more happily as a man "whose resolution
would charm the King of Prussia, and whose presence
of mind has astonished the Indies." Stringer Lawrence,
under whom Clive first distinguished himself, writes of
the Arcot expedition in the following terms: "This
expedition was attended with uncommon success, which
some people were pleased to term fortunate and lucky;
but, in my opinion, from the knowledge I have of the
.gentleman, he deserved, and might expect from his con-
duct, everything as it fell out. A man of an undaunted
resolution, of a cool temper, and a presence of mind